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these ingredients together. As Strawberry Hill was the direct
inspiring force supporting Walpole's flight, it also proves the
important fusing, co-ordinating factor inside the actual novel.
His Gothic castle provides the stage as well as the setting
for the story, and the statement is true in a literal sense.
With a silent chuckle up his sleeve and the air of a person
telling a truth when conscious that no one is really believing
him, Walpole wrote in his first preface, "Though the
machinery is invention, and the names of the actors imagin-
ary, I cannot but believe that the groundwork of the story is
founded in truth. The scene is undoubtedly laid in some real
castle. The author seems frequently, without design, to
describe particular parts. . . . Curious persons, who have
leisure to employ In such researches, may possibly discover in
the Italian writers the foundation on which the author has
built."1 He was even more explicit when he said later of
Strawberry that it was "a very proper habitation of, as it was
the scene that inspired, the author of the Castle of Otranto."2
But ever since Lady Craven sent Walpole a drawing of the
real castle in 1786, "curious persons who have leisure to
employ in such researches" have gone further and further
from what seems to have been the truth. A comparison be-
tween The Castle of Otranto and Strawberry Hill affords
evidence amounting to proof that the stage of action in
Walpole's mind while writing the story was his own house.
A detailed comparison will of course be out of place here,
but a few instances adduced to support the statement will
not be irrelevant. The gallery, round tower, and the great
cloister at Strawberry were all built before the publication of
Walpole's novel and they are incorporated in the tale.
(a) The walls of the gallery in Walpole's house were lined
with "chairs, settees, and long stools."3 There were also
pictures on the walls. In The Casfe of Otranto we find three
separate instances corresponding to these fittings. "When
they came to Manfred, who was walking impatiently about
the gallery, he started and said hastily, takeaway that light,
*The Castle of Otranto, ed. Oswald Doughty, 1929, p. kxiii.
*A Description of the Villa of Mr. Horace Walpole, 1784, Preface, p. iii.
&, 1784, p. 47 and print.